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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, 15 years ago, 
landmark civil rights legislation—the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA)— was en-
acted to provide a clear and comprehensive 
national mandate for the elimination of dis-
crimination against individuals with disabilities. 

As we celebrate the 15th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, we reaffirm 
the simple premise—and the law of the land— 
that every American has the right to live inde-
pendently and to fully participate in all aspects 
of our society. 

We also celebrate the hard-fought victories 
that have resulted in social inclusion so that 
individuals with disabilities will not be isolated 
and living separate lives. However, we would 
be remiss to think that all the barriers are be-
hind us or that we are close to meeting the 
goals of the ADA. 

Complete implementation of ADA policies is 
necessary, so that individuals with disabilities 
can obtain jobs for which they qualify. Full and 
equal access for individuals with disabilities in 
regards to education, governmental services, 
public accommodations, transportation, hous-
ing, and the right to vote must also be se-
cured. 

Let us remember, that this 15th commemo-
ration of the ADA is our call to renew our ef-
forts, to realize the promise of the ADA and to 
continue to work towards the restoration of full 
protections for disabled Americans. 

f 

SOLIDARITY ON 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as we com-
memorate the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which 
occurred this week, I would like to share the 
attached Statement of Solidarity, signed by 
170 national organizations and numerous 
state and local organizations. This Statement 
of Solidarity demonstrates the strong commit-
ment in our nation for building upon the 
progress achieved in the first fifteen years 
after passage of the ADA, and continuing to 
strive to improve the lives of all Americans 
with disabilities. 
STATEMENT OF SOLIDARITY ON 15TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT—JULY 26, 2005 
Fifteen years ago today, with bipartisan 

support in Congress and broad endorsements 
from the civil rights coalition, President 
George H. W. Bush signed into law the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act (ADA), calling for 
the ‘‘shameful wall of exclusion’’ to come 
tumbling down. As we mark this significant 
anniversary, we celebrate improvements in 
access to polling places and the secret ballot, 
government services and programs, transpor-
tation, public places, communication and in-

formation technology. Parents pushing 
strollers, workers delivering packages, and 
travelers pulling roller bags have grown ac-
customed to curb cuts, ramps, and other ac-
cessibility features less common in 1990. Our 
country is more accessible today thanks to 
the ADA, and all Americans are better off. 

Although substantial progress has been 
made, we are reminded every day of the sig-
nificant remnants of the ‘‘shameful wall of 
exclusion’’ that continue to prevent this 
great country from realizing the full promise 
of the ADA. The majority of Americans with 
disabilities continue to live in poverty and 
unnecessary isolation. Most adults with dis-
abilities are either not working or not work-
ing to their full potential, robbing the econ-
omy of the contributions of tens of millions 
of would-be workers. Children and youth in 
special education continue to drop out of 
school in alarming numbers before obtaining 
a regular high school diploma. The promises 
of higher education, accessible and afford-
able housing and transportation, quality af-
fordable healthcare, and a living wage con-
tinue to elude many adults with disabilities 
and their families. The ADA is slowly driv-
ing policy changes that have enabled more 
people with significant mental and physical 
disabilities to live independently in the com-
munity, but the ongoing institutional bias in 
the Medicaid program keeps too many people 
trapped in nursing homes and other institu-
tions, unable to enjoy the freedoms and per-
sonal choices about where and how to live 
that other Americans take for granted. 

New technologies are increasing the inde-
pendence and productivity of many Ameri-
cans. Yet, advances in technology alone are 
not guaranteed to improve the lives of people 
with disabilities. As we develop applications 
like Voice-over-Internet-Protocol (VOIP) te-
lephony, wireless telecommunications, wide-
spread broadband internet connectivity, new 
medical devices, new computer applications, 
and a plethora of new genetic tests, it is crit-
ical that these technologies be designed and 
used in a way that increases the inclusion, 
independence, and empowerment of Ameri-
cans with disabilities as well as America’s 
growing senior population. 

The ADA has begun to change the land-
scape of our cities and towns, but a civil 
rights law alone does not create the kind of 
transformation of attitudes that Americans 
with disabilities, their families, and allies 
are fighting to achieve. This kind of change 
requires widespread discussion, education, 
and consciousness-raising. 

In 2005, how do fears, myths, and stereo-
types continue to artificially limit under-
standing and acceptance of disability as a 
form of human diversity? What role do the 
mass media and entertainment industries 
play in forming public perceptions of dis-
ability, and how can decision makers in 
these important fields be influenced to 
produce more content that depicts the actual 
life experience and first person perspectives 
of people with disabilities? What can be done 
to further improve accessibility at the de-
sign stage of new products and programs? 
How can disability awareness and disability- 
friendly practices create more productive 
places of business and learning? What con-
crete actions can worship communities and 
sports and recreation programs take to fos-
ter full participation of children, youth, and 
adults with disabilities in these activities? 

Why do so many Americans continue to 
view disability as a fate worse than death, 
and how do these views affect surrogate med-
ical decision making and the application of 
new genetic testing technologies? 

These questions form the basis of an Amer-
ican conversation that still needs to take 
place. 

Widespread social change cannot 
simply be legislated, and it will not 

occur without bold leadership from all 
sectors of American society. 

Public and private employers, in par-
ticular, must make a serious, concerted ef-
fort to recruit and advance qualified workers 
with disabilities within their labor force. 

Election officials must take the necessary 
actions to ensure that every adult is able to 
enter his or her polling place and cast a se-
cret and independent vote. 

School administrators and university 
presidents must embrace their responsibility 
to deliver a worldclass education to all their 
students. 

It is time for leaders across America—busi-
ness owners, little league coaches, moms and 
dads, sheriffs and clergy—to reject exclusion, 
paternalism, and segregation and to take 
personal responsibility for removing barriers 
to full participation that still exist in every 
community in this country. 

With the aim of making America work bet-
ter for everyone, the undersigned organiza-
tions pledge to build on the progress of the 
last 15 years and join together to promote 
the full participation and self-determination 
of the more than 50 million U.S. children and 
adults with disabilities. We believe that dis-
ability is a natural part of the human experi-
ence that in no way should limit the right of 
all people to make choices, pursue meaning-
ful careers, live independently, and partici-
pate fully in all aspects of society. We en-
courage every American to join us in this 
cause, so that our country may continue on 
the path that leads to liberty and justice for 
all. 

Signed (as of July 25, 2005): 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AAPD (American Association of People 
with Disabilities); AARP; Abilities, 
Inc.; ABILITY Awareness/ABILITY 
Magazine; ADA Watch/National Coali-
tion for Disability Rights; ADAPT; 
AFL–CIO; ALDA, Inc. (Association of 
Late-Deafened Adults); Alliance for 
Children and Families; Alliance for 
Public Technology (APT); Alliance for 
Retired Americans; American Academy 
of Audiology; American Academy of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation; 
American Association for Active Life-
styles and Fitness; American Associa-
tion of Leisure and Recreation; Amer-
ican Association of Mental Retarda-
tion; American Association of the 
Deaf-Blind (AADB); American Associa-
tion of University Women; American 
Association on Health and Disability; 
American Congress of Community Sup-
ports and Employment Services; Amer-
ican Council of the Blind; American 
Counseling Association; American 
Dance Therapy Association; American 
Diabetes Association; American Fed-
eration of State, County and Municipal 
Employees; American Foundation for 
the Blind; 

American Institute on Domestic Vio-
lence; American Medical Student Asso-
ciation; American Medical Women’s 
Association (AMWA); American Music 
Therapy Association; American Net-
work of Community Options and Re-
sources (ANCOR); American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association; American 
Psychological Association; American 
Public Health Association; American 
Therapeutic Recreation Association; 
Americans for Democratic Action 
(ADA); Amputee Coalition of America 
(ACA); APSE: The Network on Employ-
ment; Assistive Technology Industry 
Association (ATIA); Association of As-
sistive Technology Act Programs 
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(ATAP); Association of State Inde-
pendent Living Councils (ASILC); Asso-
ciation of University Centers on Dis-
abilities (AUCD); Brain Injury Associa-
tion of America; Campaign for Amer-
ica’s Future; Center for an Accessible 
Society; Center for Disability Issues 
and the Health Professions (CDIHP); 

Center on Disability and Health; Central 
Conference of American Rabbis; Chem-
ical Sensitivity Disorders Association; 
Child Care Law Center; Christopher 
Reeve Paralysis Foundation; Coalition 
of Religious Communities; Common 
Cause; Consumers Union; Council of 
Citizens with Low Vision International 
(CCLVI); Disability Rights Education 
and Defense Fund (DREDF); Disability 
Service Providers of America (DSPA); 
Easter Seals; EIN SOF Communica-
tions; Enable America; Epilepsy Foun-
dation of America; Ethel Louise Arm-
strong Foundation, Inc. (ELA); Excep-
tional Parent Magazine; Exploding 
Myths, Inc.; Family Voices; Fannie 
Lou Hamer Project; 

Federally Employed Women; Federation 
of Families for Children’s Mental 
Health; Friends Committee on Na-
tional Legislation; General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs; Gerontological Soci-
ety of America; Hadassah, The Womens 
Zionist Organization of America; Inter- 
National Association of Business, In-
dustry and Rehabilitation (I–NABIR); 
Judge David L.; Bazelon Center for 
Mental Health Law; Lawyers’ Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under Law; 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
(LCCR); League for the Hard of Hear-
ing; League of Women Voters of the 
United States; Legal Momentum; Lift, 
Inc.; Little People of America; Medi-
care Rights Center; MindFreedom Sup-
port Coalition International; Mobility 
Golf; 

Mobility International USA (MIUSA); 
NAACP Legal Defense & Educational 
Fund, Inc.; National Asian Pacific 
American Legal Consortium 
(NAPALC); National Association for 
Visually Handicapped; National Asso-
ciation of Councils on Developmental 
Disabilities; National Association of 
Social Workers; National Association 
of State Head Injury Administrators; 
National Association of the Deaf 
(NAD); National Business & Disability 
Council (NBDC); National Center for 
Environmental Health Strategies; Na-
tional Center on Domestic and Sexual 
Violence; National Chronic Fatigue Im-
mune Dysfunction Syndrome Founda-
tion (CFIDS), Inc; National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence; National 
Congress of American Indians; Na-
tional Consumers League (NCL); Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women 
(NCJW); National Council of La Raza; 
National Council on Independent Liv-
ing (NCIL); National Council on Reha-
bilitation Education. 

National Council on the Aging; National 
Disability Rights Network; National 
Down Syndrome Congress; National 
Down Syndrome Society; National Em-
ployment Lawyers Association; Na-
tional Empowerment Center (NEC); Na-
tional Federation of Temple Youth; 
National Federation of the Blind; Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force; 
National Health Law Program, Inc; 
(NHeLP); National Home Visitability 
Organization; National Indian Tele-
communication Institute; National In-
dustries for the Blind (NIB); National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society; National 
Organization For Women; National Or-

ganization of Nurses with Disabilities 
(NOND); National Organization on Dis-
ability; National Recreation and Park 
Association; National Rehabilitation 
Association; National Research Center 
for Women & Families. 

National Spinal Cord Injury Association; 
National Women’s Law Center; Na-
tional Women’s Health Network; 9to5, 
National Association of Working 
Women; NISH; Not Dead Yet; On a Roll 
Communications, LLC; Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America; Parent Project Mus-
cular Dystrophy; People for the Amer-
ican Way; People Who; People with 
Disabilities Broadcasting Corporation; 
Physically Challenged Bowhunters of 
America (PCBA); Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) Washington Office; Progressive 
Coalition; Research and Training Cen-
ter on Independent Living at the Uni-
versity of Kansas; RESNA (Rehabilita-
tion Engineering and Assistive Tech-
nology Society of North America); 
Rock the Vote; Screen Actors Guild— 
Performers With Disabilities Com-
mittee. 

Self Help for Hard of Hearing People 
(SHHH); Sikh American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund (SALDEF); Spina 
Bifida Association of America; Stop 
Family Violence; TASH; TDI (Tele-
communications for the Deaf, Inc.); 
Telecommunication Services for the 
Deaf; The Arc of the United States; The 
Mitsubishi Electric America Founda-
tion; The National Coalition on Self 
Determination, Inc; The National Coa-
lition to Amend the Medicare Home-
bound Restriction; The National Wom-
en’s Conference; The Rolling Rains Re-
port; The Silent Witness Project; 
Tourette Syndrome Association, Inc; 
Union for Reformed Judaism; Uni-
tarian Universalist Association of Con-
gregations; United Cerebral Palsy; 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW); United 
Spinal Association; USAction; Voca-
tional Evaluation and Career Assess-
ment Professionals (VECAP); WGBH 
National Center for Accessible Media; 
Women In Media & News (WIMN); 
Women of Reform Judaism; Women’s 
Committee of 100; Workplace Fairness; 
World Institute on Disability. 

To see a listing of state and local organiza-
tions, please visit www.aapd.com. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY OF TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, August 31st 
marks the 43rd anniversary of the independ-
ence of Trinidad and Tobago. The Caribbean 
nation gained independence from Great Britain 
in 1962, and has since gone on to become 
prosperous and influential member of our 
hemisphere, and a loyal ally to the United 
States. 

Trinidad is a country of immense ethnic di-
versity. People of African, East Indian, Euro-
pean, Chinese, and even Middle Eastern de-
scent coexist peacefully on this island of over 
1.3 million. Many of Trinidad’s citizens have 
migrated to the United States over the years, 
and have established sizable communities in 
many cities around the country, especially in 

the New York City area. This community has 
given much to our Nation by their presence. 

Trinidad has also given much to the United 
States in other ways. The country hosted 
thousands of U.S. servicemen during World 
War II, and the immediate post-war years. 
Several U.S. bases were stationed on the is-
land, and the U.S. presence left a deep im-
print on the culture and character of Trinidad, 
which is still evident today. The era also ex-
posed a generation of Americans to the beau-
tiful island nation and its wonderful Calypso 
music. This exposure spurred an influx of 
American tourists to the island over the next 
half century. Today, Trinidad is major U.S. 
tourist destination, as are many other locales 
in the Caribbean. 

In addition, Trinidad and Tobago has posi-
tioned itself as a significant component of 
America’s energy supply over the last few 
years. Already an important regional exporter 
of crude oil, Trinidad is now the leading ex-
porter of Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) in the 
Western Hemisphere. After 9–11, the U.S. 
sought to find energy sources beyond the Mid-
dle East and Persian Gulf. Additionally, rising 
gas prices, and increasing domestic shortages 
increased U.S. demand for LNG. 

Trinidad has impressively stepped in to fill 
that demand. In 1999, Trinidad exported about 
50 billion cubic feet of LNG to the U.S., ac-
counting for only 31 percent of total U.S. LNG 
imports. 

By 2003, Trinidad was the leading exporter 
of Liquid Natural Gas to the United States, to-
taling nearly 400 billion cubic feet, or 75 per-
cent of all U.S. LNG imports. These numbers 
are projected to further increase over the next 
decade. 

More than anything, however, the most im-
portant factor in the U.S./Trinidad relationship 
will be the genuine respect and admiration we 
hold for one another. As for Trinidad itself, the 
future looks bright. During his 1962 Independ-
ence Day Speech to the nation, Dr. Eric Wil-
liams, the first Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago, asserted that the ‘‘strength of the Na-
tion depends on the strength of its citizens’’. 
Based on that criteria Trinidad is a strong na-
tion indeed, and I wish a Happy Independence 
Day to her and her citizens. 
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RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE 
15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SIGNING OF THE AMERICANS 
WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 28, 2005 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, 15 years ago, 
the United States Congress passed, and 
President George H.W. Bush signed into law, 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)— 
landmark civil rights legislation for people with 
disabilities. On this important anniversary, we 
must take the opportunity to reflect on the 
Act’s successes and discuss the work left to 
be done. 

The ADA declared that 54 million Americans 
with disabilities, including myself, had the right 
to reasonable accommodations in the work-
place and access to public buildings. In doing 
so, society acknowledged for the first time the 
civil rights of these Americans to live inde-
pendently and to fully participate in all aspects 
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